Ideas for toys and games
	
	Encouraged (common)
	Optional (rare)
	Allowable (interpretable)
	Unacceptable

	Toys
	Wooden Horses

Wooden Swords

Wooden boats
	Antler ducks


	Wooden ducks

Wooden knives

cloth dolls in authentic clothing

cloth dolls with wooden/silver limbs

Stuffed animal skin such as a fox skin.
	Dolls with modern clothing or plastic features

Lego (
Teddy bears

	Board games
	Hnefatafl

Merrells

Morris games


	Alea Evangelii

Duodecium Scripta (Backgammon type game)
	Chess (late shows only)
	Drafts



	Dice games
	
	
	Mia
Yatzee type games

Cheat
	

	Ball games
	Juggling with leather juggling balls

Ashbourne Town lententide style football
	Bowls (Late shows only) – wooden or stone bowls
	Petanque with leather balls 
	Soccer

	Atheletic type games
	Javelins thrown beyond a marker

Shot put

Running races

Wheelbarrow racing (two people not a wheelbarrow)
	
	
	

	Other games
	Knuckle bones

	Shinty
	Skipping

Glemma games


	Kub
Cockfighting (Authentic for later shows but illegal!) 

Tug of war
Skittles


Toys
Horses and Ducks have been found made out of Antler. Horses have also been found made of wood.  Two human feet which appear to have been attached to something have been found, one made of wood, the other made of silver.  These can be interpreted as parts from dolls.
Fur has been found on sites and could have been stitched up to form a huggable soft toy.

Wooden boats carved form a single piece or woven form birch bark have been found.  Some include a hole for a mast. 

Wooden swords have been found.  Wooden toy knives are allowed.  Historically children would almost certainly have had real knives and so there would have been no need for wooden knives.  However if you have small children and you are not happy for them to handle real knives, wooden knives are perfectly acceptable.

Board  and Dice Games
There are a number of board and Dice games that can be played.  Exact rules are not clear, though possible rules have been interpreted form surviving documentation and ethnographic evidence.  Rules for these games follow in the annex.  Chess is allowable in the later period.  Playing pieces can be made from almost anything glass, stone, bone, horse tooth and clay pieces have all been found.
Ball games
Juggling is referred to in the saga both with knives and balls.  It is not recommended that juggling with knives occurs on the LHE. There are also manuscript illustrations of juggling and Irish legislation dating back to the 10th century as to what compensation was due should an audience member be injured by a juggler.  A number of juggling balls have been found archaeologically as well.

The Ashbourne Town Annual football match dates back to at least the 12th century and possibly earlier.  This is a rugby type game trying to get a ball from one end of the town to the other.  There are very few rules if any.  There is no time restrictions for the game.

William Fitzstephen in his biography of Thomas Becket refers to a game of bowls.  It is not clear of this is with wooden bowls, or with stone bowls made from road mile markers.

Games such as petenque could date back to our period and are interpretable played with leather balls. These balls can have a small bone inside them to act as a weight.

Atheletic type games

William Fitzstephen in his description of London describes a number of activities that school boys play.  These include running races, shot put, javelin being thrown over a marker, and a description on ice of racing like a school wheelbarrow race.  He also describes “skating” on bone skates and a number of these have been found on various excavations.  However we are not likely to have suitable conditions on an LHE to be able to demonstrate skates!  William Fitzstephen also describes cockfighting.  This is not allowed on the LHE!
Other games
Knucklebones have been found on many archaeological sites.  There are many variations of this game, but in essence you throw them up in the air and try and catch them again. 

Glemma games are refered to in the sagas where warriors try and wrestle a for a piece of cloth.  It is possible children would have mimicked.  A piece of cloth is held by as many who want to participate as can.  They hold the cloth with one hand and on the count of 3 pull trying to stop others gripping the cloth, you cannot change hands.  The winner is the last person holding the cloth.  You can do anything to your opponents so long as you don’t let go of the cloth.
